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SERMON. 


1  Corinthians  iv  :  1,  2.  Let  a  man  so  account  of  tjs,  as  of  the  ministers 
of  Christ,  and  stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God.  Moreover,  it  is 
required  in  stewards,  that  a  man  be  found  faithful. 

As  we  re-assemble  to-day  in  the  house  of  God,  our 
thoughts  naturally  revert  to  the  transactions  of  the  week 
just  past.  We  have  new  associations  with  this  place  of 
prayer,  and  henceforward,  as  we  come  up  hither  to  wor- 
ship, among  the  memories  of  sadness  and  of  joy  with 
which  the  whole  atmosphere  of  this  sanctuary  is  filled, 
there  will  arise  recollections  of  the  solemn  service  of 
establishing  in  his  office  the  pastor  of  this  church.  To 
a  few,  such  a  service  is  novel, — a  thing  often  described, 
but  never  before  witnessed  ;  but  many,  by  the  welcome 
presence  of  a  former  pastor,  have  had  their  thoughts 
carried  back  to  the  time,*  when  having  invited  him  to 
this  office  you  were  put  under  his  charge  and  began  to 
receive  from  his  lips  the  instruction  of  divine  truth. 
Some  even  have  recalled  an  earlier  ordination,-)*  when 
one,  whose  unavoidable  absence  at  this  time  we  deeply 

*  October  11,  1849.  f  August  31,  1825, 


regret,  entered  upon  a  long  and  successful  service  in 
which  the  Lord  gave  him  many  of  you  as  seals  of  his 
ministry  and  crowns  of  rejoicing.  And  more  than  one 
of  those  enrolled  among  you,  looking  back  over  almost 
half  a  century,  can  remember  when  the  youthful  Loomis 
was  set  apart  as  pastor  of  this  church  on  the  day  of  its 
organization,*  entering  upon  an  office  which  he  relin- 
quished only  with  life,  when  he  was  taken  up  out  of 
your  sight,  preaching  by  his  death  the  sermon  he  designed 
to  utter  with  his  lips.  And  having  now  come  to  a  new 
period  in  the  history  of  this  church,  which  remains  the 
same  amid  all  changes  in  its  office-bearers  and  its 
membership,  we  may  fitly  mark  this  Sabbath  as  coming 
immediately  after  the  solemn  induction  of  another  pastor 
into  office,  and  his  public  consecration  to  a  service, 
which,  whether  longer  than  the  longest  or  shorter  than 
the  shortest  which  has  preceded  it,  is  to  be  followed 
by  results  extending  into  eternity. 

In  respect  to  the  exercises  of  Thursday,  it  is  proper 
to  make  a  distinction  between  the  act  done  and  the 
responsibilities  imposed.  The  act  was  one :  the  duties 
resulting  from  it,  are  many  and  varied.  The  induction 
into  office  is  complete :  the  lessons  taught  are  still  to  be 
carried  out  in  practice.  We  need  no  re-assembling  of 
pastors  and  delegates  from  neighboring  churches  to  lay 
again  the  foundations  of  this  union  :  but  the  solemn  and 

*  November  27,  1811. 


weighty  charges,  the  pious  and  fraternal  counsels,  the 
vivid  and  forcible  representations  of  truth  and  duty  to 
which  we  listened,  have  an  application  extending  far 
beyond  the  day  of  their  utterance,  and  applicable  to  the 
whole  period  of  our  mutual  connection;  and  so  long  as 
this  ministry  lasts,  we  shall  need  to  know  clearly  our 
mutual  duties  and  to  discharge  them  with  Christian  love 
and  simplicity. 

The  text,  in  harmony  with  the  occasion,  invites  us  to 
a  consideration  of  this  work. 

I.  First,  says  Paul,  Let  a  man  so  account  of  us  as  of 
the  ministers  of  Christ.  Let  the  people  investigate  and 
understand  the  office-work  and  design  of  the  christian 
mirfistry ;  while  those  who  are  called  to  enter  upon  it 
have  a  practical  experience  of  its  privileges  and  func- 
tions, its  responsibilities,  embarrassments  and  rewards, 
let  not  others  remain  ignorant  of  what  vitally  con- 
cerns them  also.  Let  them  know  why  a  minister  is 
chosen  and  ordained  and  paid,  so  that  they  may  neither 
expect  impossibilities  of  him,  nor  impose  grievous  bur- 
dens on  him,  nor  cast  stumbling  blocks  in  his  way,  nor 
lightly  esteem  the  ordinance  of  God.  Let  them  know 
his  work  with  its  manifold  difficulties  and  trials,  that  so 
they  may  refresh  his  heart  by  sympathy,  while  for  all 
that  he  accomplishes  they  give  God  the  praise.  Let 
^hem  know  his  office-work,  that  they  may  understand 
their  own  responsibilities  and  its  relation  to  their  high- 


est  welfare,  and  may  secure  for  themselves  its  happy 
results.  . 

II.  Again,  we  hear  the  apostle  say,  Let  a  man  so 
account  of  us  as  of  Christ's  ministers.  This  work  is  dear 
to  him.  It  is  the  carrying  out  of  the  great  work  of 
redeeming  love.  The  faithful  minister  of  Christ  does 
not  enter  the  pastoral  office  to  promote  his  private  ends 
and  advance  his  personal  interests.  Not  of  his  own 
accord  does  he  undertake  the  work,  but  Christ  has  put 
him  into  the  ministry  and  taught  him  what  to  say.  And 
having  found  in  his  own  experience  the  evil  of  sin  and 
the  preciousness  of  such  a  Saviour  as  is  revealed  in  the 
gospel,  he  waits  for  opportunities  to  commend  the  truth 
to  every  man's  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God,  an?l  to 
encourage  each  one  in  a  heavenly  walk.  Only  for  Christ 
could  he  attempt  such  a  work.  His  own  weakness,  his 
own  sinfulness,  his  own  wavering  of  heart  would  effec- 
tually seal  his  lips,  were  it  not  for  that  voice  which  saith 
"  Go,  I  have  chosen  thee,  I  have  sent  thee ;  I  am  with 
thee  always.  My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee;  thou  hast 
this  treasure  in  an  earthern  vessel  that  the  excellency  of 
the  power  may  be  of  God."  Here  is  an  honorable  office, 
but  the  honor  does  not  come  from  men.  Here  is  a 
glorious  work  to  be  done  for  the  good  of  souls,  but  the 
author  of  the  plan  is  the  soul's  Redeemer.  Here  is 
responsibility  greater  than  any  human  appointment  can 
confer,  but  the  account  is  to  be  rendered,  not  before  a 


human  tribunal  but  to  God.  But  let  no  man  put  us  in 
the  place  of  God.  Let  none  expect  of  us  results  which 
God  alone  can  give.  Let  hope  be  fixed  in  him ;  let  love 
go  forth  to  him ;  let  gratitude  be  given  to  him.  Let 
Christ  be  adored,  let  God  be  praised,  as  the  result  of 
every  ministration  of  truth. 

III.  But  again  we  hear  the  apostle  say  with  a  differ- 
ent emphasis,  Let  a  man  so  account  of  us  as  of  the 
servants  of  Christ. 

We  are  not  lords  over  God's  heritage ;  we  have  not 
dominion  over  your  faith,  but  are  helpers  of  your  joy. 

It  is  not  the  sole  and  peculiar  privilege  of  those  whom 
we  call  ministers,  to  be  the  servants  of  Christ.  They 
have  this  in  common  with  all  his  followers.  He  has  a 
service  for  every  believer ;  and  his  benediction  at  the 
last  day  will  be  pronounced  upon  all  who  have  been 
faithful  to  their  trust.  Let  it  ever  be  remembered  then 
that  we  have  the  same  interests :  we  are  fellow  laborers, 
under  one  Master ;  and  whatever  differences  of  gifts,  of 
station,  of  opportunity,  of  allotments  we  may  have,  all 
is  ordered  by  Christ  for  this  present  time,  that  at  the  last 
we  may  be  partakers  of  the  same  joy.  It  is  not  for  my 
interest  alone,  nor  for  your  interest  alone,  that  this 
church  should  flourish,  and  the  cause  of  Christ  prosper 
here ;  but  we  have  a  common  interest  with  all  the  people 
of  God  in  everything  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  our 
Saviour's  kingdom.    And  so,  having  gifts  differing  accord- 
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ing  to  the  grace  that  is  given  to  us,  let  us  wait  on  our 
varied  ministry  with  patience  and  diligence  and  hope. 

Let  a  man  think  of  us  as  servants  of  Christ.  We  are 
not  set  as  leaders  of  parties  and  sects  and  factions  in  the 
church  of  God.  We  come  not  to  invite  comparisons 
between  ourselves  and  others,  nor  to  disparage  in  any 
way  the  labors  of  any  that  preach  Christ  crucified.  Dif- 
ferences of  opinion  may  indeed  exist;  sects,  denomina- 
tions, individual  organizations  are  to  be  expected ;  but 
the  true  aim  and  duty  of  the  servant  of  Christ  is  to  lead 
men  to  him :  not  to  make  them  Calvinists  or  Weslevans, 
not  to  fill  them  with  prejudices  and  embittered  feelings 
against  members  of  Christ's  body ;  but  to  lead  them  in 
the  footsteps  of  the  Saviour,  exhorting  them  to  keep  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.  Paul  would 
not  be  a  leader  of  any  party  in  the  Corinthian  church, 
and  when  they  became  divided  about  men,  he  rebuked 
their  dissension  and  exhorted  them  to  unity  by  the  con- 
sideration that  all  things  and  all  men  were  theirs,  and 
they,  Christ's.  They  must  remember  that  he  was  but  a 
servant  and  Christ  was  all  in  all. 

Let  a  man  then  so  account  of  us  as  of  the  ministers 
of  Christ.  Hear  us  not  for  our  sakes,  but  for  our  Mas- 
ter's. Lie  sends  us  to  do  a  work  for  him,  and  gives  us 
the  ministry  of  reconciliation ;  to  wit,  that  God  was  in 
Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto  himself,  not  imputing 
their  trespasses  unto  them ;  and  we  are  embassadors  for 


9 

Christ,  as  though  God  did  beseech  you  by  us ;  and  as 
workers  together  with  him,  we  beseech  you  that  ye 
receive  not  the  grace  of  God  in  vain. 

IV.  But  we  find  that  the  apostle  describes  the  office- 
work  of  the  ministry  by  saying  further,  that  they  are 
stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God  ;  or  "  stewards  charged 
to  dispense  a  knowledge  of  the  mysteries  of  God." 

By  mystery,  in  the  New  Testament  use  of  the  word, 
is  meant  not  something  perplexing  to  the  mind  and 
unintelligible,  but  that  which  God  did  not  see  fit  to 
reveal  to  men  at  the  first,  but  kept  in  reserve  for  the 
dispensation  of  these  last  days.  God's  plan  of  redemp- 
tion through  Christ,  which  had  been  concealed  for  ages, 
was  made  known  to  the  early  preachers  of  the  truth, 
that  they  might  proclaim  it  throughout  the  world.  And 
hence  the  last  command  of  Christ ; — Go,  teach  all  nations: 
make  disciples  of  them,  and  baptize  them,  teaching  them 
to  observe  all  things  which  I  have  commanded  you.  And 
so  it  comes  to  pass  that  at  this  day  it  is  the  work  and 
duty  of  the  pastors  of  the  churches  to  teach  the  people 
the  way  of  Christian  life,  to  guide  them  in  their  worship, 
to  advise,  console,  instruct,  and  perfect  them  in  the  faith; 
and  especially  to  set  forth  the  great  central  doctrine  of 
Christ  crucified,  that  they  may  know  him,  and  the  power 
of  his  resurrection,  and  the  fellowship  of  his  sufferings, 
being  made  conformable  to  his  death. 

They  are  stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God,  but  this 
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does  not  give  them  the  position  of  priests.  There  are 
some  who  apply  this  term  to  the  Christian  ministry,  but 
whether  given  in  ridicule  or  otherwise,  it  is  not  descrip- 
tive of  their  office.  Romanists  and  those  who  sympa- 
thize with  them,  assert  the  need  of  a  human  mediator 
between  the  soul  and  God,  and  claim  that  sacraments 
administered  by  him  have  a  saving  efficacy.  They  say 
that  by  baptism,  administered  by  priestly  hands,  a  person 
is  spiritually  regenerated  ;  that  under  the  manipulations 
of  such  a  priest,  a  wafer  becomes  mysteriously  changed 
into  the  body  of  Christ ;  that  there  is  no  way  of  obtain- 
ing forgiveness  but  by  him,  and  thus  that  his  interference 
and  work  are  essential  to  salvation.  And  some,  who  are 
not  Romanists,  place  an  undue  reliance  on  the  labors  and 
prayers  of  Christian  ministers  as  a  substitute  for  their 
own  repentance  and  faith. 

But  no  such  power,  no  such  work  is  given  to  the 
Christian  minister.  We  have  indeed  a  great  high  priest 
who  once  has  made  an  offering  for  sin ;  and  we  need  no 
other.  Paul  was  sent  not  to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the 
gospel.  And  so  with  Christian  ministers.  They  are  not 
commissioned  to  save  men  by  the  performance  of  rites, 
but  to  urge  men  to  come  to  Christ  for  salvation. 

As  stewards  of  God,  the  pastors  of  the  churches  are 
to  conduct  the  public  worship  and  administer  the  ordi- 
nances of  God's  house.  In  these  acts  they  give  instruc- 
tion and  educate  the  worshiper.     For  each  utterance  of 
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prayer,  each  act  of  worship,  teaches  us  and  accustoms 
us  to  come  nigh  to  God ;  and  both'  Baptism  and  the 
Lord's  Supper  are  full  of  instruction.  And  so  while,  on 
the  one  hand,  no  incidental  feature  is  to  be  magnified  in 
importance  as  if  it  were  essential,  on  the  other  hand,  no 
carelessness  in  the  administration  of  these  rites  should 
be  permitted  to  rob  them  of  their  true  significance. 

Furthermore,  the  pastors  of  the  churches,  as  stewards 
of  God,  are  to  be  private  advisers  of  their  people,  espe- 
cially in  things  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  soul ;  they 
are  to  hear,  in  confidence,  the  doubts  and  questions  that 
may  be  proposed  to  them,  and  give  such  answers  and 
help  as  truth  and  duty  may  require.  In  this  of  course 
the  preacher  is  but  a  schoolmaster,  or  rather  a  fellow 
pupil,  to  lead  you  to  Christ.  He  does  not  summon  you 
to  the  confessional ;  he  is  not  authorized  to  impose  pen- 
ance and  pronounce  absolution  ;  but  being  a  man  of  like 
passions  with  others,  often  times  tempted  and  afflicted 
for  their  sakes,  and  knowing  something  also  of  the  mercy 
of  God,  he  is  enabled  by  God's  grace  to  help  those  that 
are  in  doubt  and  trial. 

Mr.  Baxter,  in  his  "  Reformed  Pastor,"  suggests  that 
inasmuch  as  "  the  people  are  grown  too  much  unac- 
quainted with  the  office  of  the  ministry  and  their  own 
duty  herein,  it  belongs  to  us  to  acquaint  them  with  it, 
and  to  press  them  publicly  to  come  to  us  for  advice  in 
cases  of  great  concernment  to  their  souls."     Accepting 
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this  judicious  counsel,  I  desire  most  distinctly  to  invite 
and  encourage  you  to  communicate  to  me  freely  in  respect 
to  your  spiritual  wants.  And  I  wish  to  have  you  under- 
stand that  I  am  willing  at  all  times  to  lay  aside  other 
occupations  for  the  sake  of  advising  and  aiding  you  in 
the  divine  life.  Do  not  hesitate  to  call  on  me,  or  send 
for  me,  whether  in  sickness  or  in  health,  if  you  feel  a 
special  need  of  your  pastor's  counsel.  If  doubts  arise, 
if  darkness  comes,  if  afflictions  press  your  soul,  if  sins 
beset,  remember  that  this  office  is  appointed  for  your 
good,  and  do  not  fear  to  avail  yourself  of  it  as  freely  as 
you  would  consult  a  physician  about  your  health,  or  a 
lawyer  about  your  property. 

I  desire  a  personal  acquaintance  with  those  to  whom 
I  minister.  I  wish  to  preach,  not  to  strangers  but  to 
acquaintances  and  friends.  I  desire  to  know  who  you 
are  and  where  you  live,  and  what  necessities  of  spiritual 
life  are  to  be  ministered  to ;  and  so  far  as  may  be,  to 
understand  your  engagements,  temptations  and  enjoy- 
ments. The  exact  claim  that  you  may  have  upon  your 
pastor  for  occasional  friendly  calls  and  social  visits,  and 
the  limits  which  a  regard  for  the  whole  series  of  per- 
sonal and  official  duties  compels  him  to  observe,  cannot 
easily  be  defined.  Such  interviews  are  affected  and  con- 
trolled by  various  circumstances  and  engagements,  and 
their  object  is  happily  attained  in  some  measure  by  your 
regular  semi-monthly  congregational  gatherings.     In  the 


13 

matter  of  going  from  house  to  house,  he  cannot  expect 
to  meet  either  your  wishes  or  his  own  ;  and  it  would  be 
unwise  for  him  to  attempt,  or  for  you  to  require,  a  visit 
to  every  household  in  some  prescribed  order.  It  is  also 
impracticable  for  him  to  know  you  all  with  the  same 
degree  of  intimacy;  but  God  forbid  that  you  should 
ever  seek  an  interview  with  special  reference  to  some 
felt  necessity  for  advice,  encouragement,  consolation  or 
instruction,  and  fail  to  receive  the  best  that  he  can  give. 
From  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  and  in  the  weekly  meetings 
for  conference  and  prayer,  and  at  times  more  privately, 
he  may  minister  to  your  supposed  wants,  giving  you 
doctrine  and  warning  and  exhortation;  if  something 
more  is  needful,  do  not  hesitate  to  ask.  Only  remember 
to  take  the  initiative,  to  open  the  way,  to  break  the  ice, 
to  unlock  your  heart,  to  indicate  your  desire ;  for  it  is 
not  for  him  to  compel  you  to  an  audience,  and  force  you 
to  speak  of  unwelcome  themes.  And  having  thus  put 
myself  at  your  disposal,  I  wish  you  to  feel  the  responsi- 
bility if  you  fail  to  see  me  as  much  as  your  souls  need. 

V.  Again  we  hear  the  apostle  say,  Let  a  man  so 
account  of  us  as  stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God. 

We  are  not  sent  to  utter  novelties  ;  to  broach  new 
theories  ;  to  speak  with  enticing  words  of  human  wis- 
dom. It  is  God's  truth  that  we  are  to  proclaim,  whether 
it  is  acceptable  or  unacceptable  ;  and  we  have  no  author- 
ity to  alter  or  modify  it  to  suit  our  own  wishes  or  the 
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fancies  of  our  hearers.  It  is  required  of  us  then  to  seek 
out  the  exact  mind  of  the  Spirit,  and  set  before  men 
the  precise  meaning  of  God's  word ;  and  for  this  purpose 
to  go  back  to  the  original  languages  in  which  holy  men 
wrote  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Spirit,  and  correct  our 
version,  in  the  main  so  excellent,  wherever  it  fails  to 
express  the  truth.  We  are  to  compare  Scripture  with 
Scripture,  and  prophecy  with  fulfillment,  and  divine 
truth  with  human  experience,  giving  you  demonstration 
that  it  is  indeed  God's  word  that  we  preach,  a  word  far 
better  than  the  vain  conceits  of  foolish  men,  and  proof 
against  the  oppositions  of  science  falsely  so  called.  And 
then  we  are  to  take  the  Bible  and  apply  it  to  the  affairs 
of  every  day  life.  True,  we  are  not  inspired,  and  if  we 
go  away  from  the  written  word,  we  become  blind  leaders 
of  the  blind.  But  the  word  of  God  is  a  lamp  unto  our 
feet  and  a  light  unto  our  path.  It  is  our  duty,  and  yours, 
to  carry  this  light  with  us,  and  never  put  a  shade  over  it, 
but  walk  in  the  path  of  safety  which  it  indicates ;  and 
when  men  will  not  do  this,  but  will  turn  their  backs  on 
God's  truth,  the  preacher  must  call  their  attention  to  it, 
and  hold  up  the  light  to  view,  and  pour  its  bright  and 
burning  rays  upon  every  sin,  that  none  may  ignorantly 
rush  into  transgression. 

The  utterances  of  the  pulpit  are  not  to  be  simply  the 
words  of  Scripture,  but  you  have  a  right  to  expect  and 
demand  a  manifestation  of  the  truth  in  its  evident  appli- 
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cation  to  all  your  duties  and  all  your  welfare.  Paul  was 
determined  to  know  nothing  but  Christ  crucified,  but  his 
letters  to  the  church  of  Corinth  are  not  limited  to  that 
theme ;  he  treats  of  duties,  important  and  practical ; 
rebukes  sin  which  has  found  entrance  even  within  the 
church ;  discusses  church  discipline,  and  the  orderly 
worship  of  God's  house  ;  exhorts  to  Christian  liberality, 
and  sets  forth  the  resurrection  of  the  body ;  and  this 
was  preaching  Christ,  because  Christ  was  the  center  of 
his  thoughts,  and  he  brought  the  light  of  the  cross 
to  bear  upon  every  aspect  of  truth  and  duty.  And 
what  is  the  preaching  that  Christ  bids  us  preach,  but 
our  views  of  truth  drawn  from  the  word  of  God,  given 
in  answer  to  prayer,  and  confirmed  by  our  own  experi- 
ence and  observation  \ 

While  there  may  be  among  us  a  general  harmony  of 
views  in  respect  to  religious  truth,  yet  it  is  possible,  and 
I  may  say,  almost  certain,  that  there  may  at  some  time 
also  be  differences  of  opinion  on  points  of  practical  duty 
or  speculative  theology.  It  is  hardly  to  be  expected 
that  with  so  many  different  influences  operating  on  our 
minds,  all  should  be  perfectly  agreed.  But  what  then 
are  the  stewards  charged  with  dispensing  a  knowledge 
of  the  mysteries  of  God,  to  do  %  Are  they  to  trim  the 
boat,  and  studiously  modify  their  expressions  and  sup- 
press the  light,  in  order  to  suit  individual  views  or  the 
views  of  majorities,  and  avoid  phases  of  truth  and  duty 
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which  may  prove  unacceptable  1  You  would  not 
respect  a  man  who  would  pursue  such  a  course.  You 
would  cease  to  honor  one  accepting  all  your  opinions  as 
infallibly  true.  There  is  no  way  but  for  the  pulpit  to 
be  independent  of  the  popular  voice,  and  for  the  preach- 
er to  speak  the  message  committed  to  him,  whether  men 
will  hear  or  whether  they  will  forbear.  He  must  speak 
the  truth  that  men  may  learn  it,  and  whatever  the  posi- 
tion of  others,  he  must  be  on  the  Lord's  side. 

And  here  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  ministers 
of  Christ  speak  by  authority :  we  are  "  stewards  of  the 
mysteries  of  God  ;"  not  self  appointed,  nor  made  such 
by  men  or  the  will  of  man ;  but  appointed  by  God. 
When  our  Saviour  ascended  on  high,  he  gave  gifts  unto 
men :  and  though  each  church  by  vote  elects  or  chooses 
whom  it  will  have  in  the  pastoral  office,  yet  the  com- 
mission and  authority  come  from  Christ. 

And  though  in  a  different  sphere,  there  is  a  resem- 
blance here  to  the  authority  with  which  the  civil  mag- 
istrate is  clothed.  The  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of 
God ;  rulers  and  collectors  of  tribute  are  his  servants  ; 
we  are  to  be  subject  to  principalities  and  powers,  and 
are  to  render  obedience  to  magistrates.  The  law  of  the 
land  is  presumptively  right  and  must  be  obeyed.  And 
yet  that  law  may  come  in  conflict  with  conscience,  so 
that  resistance  to  tyranny  becomes  a  duty,  and  rebellion 
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a  virtue ;  and  no  law,  no  human  statute  can  absolve  the 
soul  from  its  higher  allegiance  to  its  maker. 

And  so  it  is  with  the  word  preached  by  those  whom 
God  has  called.  The  presumption  is  that  their  doctrine 
is  true,  that  their  precepts  are  right,  that  their  words 
are  words  of  wisdom,  that  their  lips  keep  knowledge 
and  that  they  are  the  messengers  of  the  Lord  of  hosts. 
And  hence  the  injunction,  "  Obey  them  that  have  the 
rule  over  you,  and  submit  yourselves  ;  for  they  watch 
for  your  souls,  as  they  that  must  give  account.  Eemem- 
ber  them  who  have  spoken  unto  you  the  word  of  God, 
whose  faith  follow,  considering  the  end  of  their  conver- 
sation." 

And  yet  at  the  same  time  there  is  a  higher  law  of 
faith ;  a  higher  standard  than  the  lips  of  uninspired 
men ;  and  while  the  doctrine  you  hear  comes  with  a 
strong  claim  upon  your  faith,  so  that  you  ought  to 
receive  it  and  act  upon  it  unless  there  be  cause  to  the 
contrary,  yet  you  have  also  this  duty, — to  search  the 
Scriptures  and  see  if  it  be  so,  to  prove  all  things,  to 
reject  that  which  is  false  and  hold  fast  that  which  is 
good.  You  may  not  from  mere  caprice  turn  away  from 
this  gospel ;  you  may  not  refuse  Christ,  as  he  is  here 
offered  to  you,  because  it  is  humbling  to  your  pride  ; 
you  may  not  disbelieve  the  threatenings  of  God's  Word 
because  they  bring  sorrow  and  fear  to  your  mind,  or 
wound  your   sensibilities ;    you   may  not   deny   truth 
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because  in  some  of  its  aspects  it  is  profoundly  myste- 
rious ;  you  may  not  go  away  in  search  of  novelties  or 
of  more  soothing  sermons,  or  of  an  easier  path  of  sal- 
vation. Only  if  these  doctrines  be  false  when  tried  by 
the  Word  of  God,  reject  them.  If  they  have  not  a 
"thus  saith  the  Lord"  to  sustain  them,  let  them  fall. 
Yea,  "  though  we,  or  an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  any 
other  gospel  unto  you  than  that  which  we  have  preached 
unto  you,  let  him  be  anathema." 

Remember  then,  that  when  you  come  here,  it  is  not 
simply  to  hear  a  fellow  mortal  speak,  to  learn  his  indi- 
vidual opinions,  to  watch  and  criticise  bis  language,  to 
enjoy  beauty  of  style,  or  smartness  of  expression,  or 
the  eloquence  of  periods,  to  get  the  formulas  of  the 
schools  and  the  shibboleths  of  parties  ;  but  to  hear 
God's  truth,  however  spoken,  by  whomsoever  ministered, 
in  whatever  language  clothed.  Ask  for  this  ;  insist  on 
this.  This  is  our  duty ;  this  your  right.  Let  a  man  so 
account  of  us  as  stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God. 

VI.     Moreover,  says  the  apostle,   It   is  required   in 

stewards  that  a  man  be  found  faithful. 

Their  work  is  assigned  them  by  God.  They  are 
responsible  not  to  men  but  to  him.  It  is  a  small  thing 
for  them  to  be  judged  of  man's  judgment.  It  is  a  small 
thing  for  them  to  have  praise  or  censure  from  human 
lips.      Sometimes  by  their  indiscretion,  sometimes  by 
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their  fidelity,  they  give  offence  to  men;  but  he  that 
judgeth  us  is  the  Lord,  and  what  he  requires  is  faith- 
fulness. 

Fidelity  to  Christ,  and  to  souls  for  the  sake  of  Christ, 
needs  great  wisdom  and  boldness  and  grace.  The  sim- 
ple truths  of  the  gospel  must  be  preached,  even  though 
they  are  humiliating  to  unrenewed  minds.  The  terrible 
guilt  and  pollution  of  the  soul,  its  entire  ill  desert,  its 
need  of  the  atoning  blood  of  the  Son  of  God,  must  be 
proclaimed  to  those  who  profess  to  be  satisfied  with 
their  own  righteousness  and  think  it  an  insult  to  be 
compared  to  publicans  and  sinners.  Christ  and  Christ 
alone  must  be  offered  to  those  who  are  content  with 
their  own  sins.  The  young,  the  gay,  the  happy,  eager 
for  pleasure,  for  learning,  for  wealth,  for  fame,  must  be 
warned  of  a  terrible  dark  abyss,  and  of  the  need  of  seek- 
ing the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness.  The 
possessor  of  wealth  must  be  warned  against  making 
riches  his  idol  and  losing  his  own  soul.  The  preacher 
must  speak  plainly  to  men  of  greater  age  and  wisdom 
and  influence  than  himself,  and  say  to  them,  "  except  ye 
be  converted  and  become  as  little  children,  ye  shall  not 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  He  must  come  to 
those  who  have  often  turned  away  from  his  invitation, 
presenting  to  them  no  new  truth,  but  simply  calling  on 
them  to  repent  and  believe,  while  they  ask  for  some  other 
gospel,  some  more  pleasing  theme. 
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And  in  the  church  itself,  where  imperfections  abound 
and  holiness  is  far  from  being  complete,  the  preacher, 
weighed  down  by  a  consciousness  of  his  own  infirmities, 
must  yet  warn  others  of  their  temptations  and  exhort 
them  to  follow  Christ.  Who  is  sufficient  for  these 
things  1  It  is  required  of  him  to  be  faithful.  He  must 
not  flatter  men.  He  must  not  cover  up  their  sins.  He 
must  not  fear  their  censure.  And  though  they  say 
"  peace  !  peace  !  prophesy  to  us  smooth  things  !  be  to  us 
as  a  very  lovely  song  of  one  that  hath  a  pleasant  voice, 
and  can  play  well  on  an  instrument !"  he  must  not 
withhold  the  counsel  of  God,  but  must  cry  aloud  and 
spare  not,  and  show  the  people  their  transgression,  and 
the  house  of  Jacob  their  sin. 

For  his  privileges,  for  his  doctrine,  for  his  labors,  he 
must  give  account  to  God.  On  the  appointed  day  all 
people  shall  be  gathered  before  the  judgment  seat,  and 
there  must  we  meet  the  approval  or  the  condemnation  of 
the  Judge.  Oh  !  my  hearers,  it  is  a  very  small  thine/  to 
be  judged  of  you  or  of  man's  judgment :  it  matters  very 
little  whether  one  be  favored,  applauded,  commended, — 
or  censured  and  reviled ;  for  at  the  last  every  man  shall 
have  from  God  the  praise  or  reproof  which  is  due  to  him. 

If  now  we  have  before  us  correct  views  of  the  office- 
work  of  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  as  servants  of 
Christ  and  stewards  of  divine  mysteries,  of  whom  fidelity 
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is  expected  by  the  Master,  we  may  easily  discern  some 
of  the  relative  duties  of  those  to  whom  the  gospel  is 
preached,  and  for  whom  this  ministration  is  appointed. 

They  are  to  be  helpers  in  the  work ;  for  Christ  does 
not  give  to  his  people,  pastors  and  teachers  in  order  to 
free  them  from  responsibility,  and  sa\^e  them  from  service 
and  self-denial,  but  to  help,  direct,  guide,  encourage  them, 
in  the  great  work  of  evangelizing  the  world,  and  of  pre- 
senting every  man  spotless  and  pure  before  God  at  the 
last  day. 

If  it  is  the  duty  of  one  to  preach,  then  it  is  the  duty 
of  many  to  hear,  and  that  with  close  attention.  They 
must  listen  for  soul-edification.  Entertainment  is  not 
enough ;  being  interested  and  excited  is  not  enough ; 
but  divine  truth  must  be  taken  hold  of,  for  the  sake  of 
its  personal  application.  And  then  their  duty  in  respect 
to  the  truth  does  not  cease  when  the  benediction  has 
been  pronounced,  but  they  need  to  meditate  upon  it,  and 
as  they  have  opportunity,  to  preach  it  over  again  in  their 
lives  and  conversation.  As  in  a  school  while  it  is  the 
teacher's  duty  to  instruct,  it  is  the  scholars'  duty  to  learn, 
so  in  the  solemn  assembly  the  word  preached  must  be 
received,  and  will  not  profit  unless  it  is  mixed  with  faith 
in  those  that  hear  it. 

Again ;  if  there  are  peculiar  and  weighty  responsibil- 
ities connected  with  the  pastoral  office,  the  ministry  have 
peculiar  claims  on  the  sympathies  and  the  prayers  of 
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their  hearers.  Brethren,  pray  for  me,  that  utterance 
may  be  given  unto  me,  that  I  may  open  my  mouth  bold- 
ly to  make  known  the  mystery  of  the  gospel ;  and  let 
us  work  together  while  the  day  lasts,  before  the  night 
cometh  in  which  no  man  can  work.  It  is  a  comfort  and 
encouragement  to  me  that  so  many  here  are  engaged 
in  the  work  of  Christ ;  that  so  many  are  interested  in 
the  Sabbath  School ;  that  so  many  Christian  parents  are 
bringing  up  their  children  in  the  nurture  and  admonition 
of  the  Lord ;  that  you  have  received  large  accessions 
and  acquired  a  precious  Christian  experience  under  the 
ministration  of  other  well  beloved  pastors ;  and  that 
you  are  surrounded  by  other  churches  whose  fellowship 
is  so  cordially  given  you  and  in  whose  welfare  you  have 
such  reason  to  rejoice. 

But  let  us  not  therefore  be  indolent ;  there  remaineth 
much  land  to  be  possessed.  Be  not  satisfied  to  have 
your  church  opened  and  made  attractive  and  comfortable, 
and  to  have  a  Sabbath  School  and  weekly  assemblies 
for  prayer ;  but  let  each  one  also  do  himself  with  his 
might,  what  his  hand  findeth  to  do.  And  having  entered, 
as  we  all  in  some  sense  have  done,  on  the  scene  of  other 
men's  labors,  let  us  be  careful  to  sow  much  seed  for  those 
who  will  come  after  us,  that  both  the  sower  and  the 
reaper  may  rejoice  together. 

And  oh  !  that  this  view  of  the  work  of  the  ministry 
might  lead  those  who  have  no  interest  in  Christ  and  no 
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union  with  him,  to  seek  forgiveness  and  eternal  life  !  The 
appointment  of  the  ministry  of  reconciliation  is  a  mark 
of  divine  love  for  sinners.  Because  God  was  not  will- 
ing that  any  should  perish,  he  sent  his  Son  to  die.  Be- 
cause he  is  not  willing  that  dying  souls  should  reject  the 
Saviour,  he  sends  still  a  proclamation  of  life.  He  does 
not  leave  you,  my  impenitent  hearers,  to  your  own  dark- 
ness and  folly.  He  does  not  leave  you  to  the  Scriptures 
alone.  He  sends  us  to  ask  why  you  will  die ;  he  sends 
us  to  beseech  you  to  be  reconciled  to  him :  he  bids  us 
assure  you  that  he  has  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  the 
wicked,  and  that,  if  you  will  turn  from  your  evil  ways, 
your  sins,  though  they  be  like  crimson  and  scarlet,  shall 
be  washed  away.  There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  the 
blood  of  Christ.  There  is  a  way  of  life,  and  there  is  a 
way  of  death.  And  God,  whose  law  you  have  broken, 
whose  Sabbaths  you  have  profaned,  whose  love  you  have 
slighted,  whose  commandments  are  right,  whose  ways 
are  holy,  whose  judgments  are  terrible, — God  has  bid  us 
tell  you  that  now  is  an  accepted  time ;  that  now  is  a  day 
of  salvation.  We  are  charged  to  impart  to  you  this 
knowledge.  There  are  mysteries  that  we  do  not  pretend 
to  explain ;  there  are  facts  of  science  and  philosophy, 
that  do  not  enter  into  our  preaching ;  but  this  is  a  faith- 
ful saying  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Jesus 
Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners,  and  that 
whoso  cometh  to  him,  he  will  in  no  wise  cast  out. 
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But  the  responsibility  of  acting  rests  with  you.  You 
are  to  come.  The  prayers  of  God's  people,  the  entreaties 
of  his  ministers,  the  services  of  the  sanctuary  will  not 
save  you.  Your  offerings  of  silver  and  gold  are  not 
enough:  your  life  of  morality  will  not  suffice.  The 
sacrifices  of  God  are  a  broken  spirit:  a  broken  and  a 
contrite  heart  he  will  not  despise. 

It  is  required  of  stewards  that  a  man  be  found  faith- 
ful. So  also  you  must  give  account  to  Christ  for  these 
privileges,  and  for  the  gospel  that  you  hear.  Shall  this 
be  to  you  a  ministry  of  rejoicing,  or  a  ministry  of  sad- 
ness %  Will  you  be  persuaded  to  come  to  Christ,  or  will 
you  go  on  to  death  1  Will  you  look  for  a  city  that  hath 
foundations,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God,  or  will 
you  renounce  heaven,  reject  Christ,  and  grieve  the  Spirit 
and  die  1  Oh  !  choose  this  day  whom  you  will  serve,  and 
give  the  angels  joy  by  your  repentance  and  faith  in 
Christ. 


